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1. Description of Forest and Plan Outline.
Dalmally Woodland is a 219.11 hectare area of commercial forestry located to the south of
Dallmally Village.
Dalmally Woodland was initially established in the 1980’s with the primary species being Sitka
spruce and Lodgepole pine. The property has since had multiple felling phases completed across
the site with the majority of the first rotation completed.
The Woodlands are composed of three distinct blocks. The two main blocks are separated from each
other by the Tyndrum to Oban railway line (Dalmally Railway Station is immediately adjacent to the
woodland). “The Monument Road”, an unclassified old military road that runs past the monument
to Duncan Bhan (a Gaelic poet), separates a further smaller third area of woodland from the largest
block.
Dalmally lies some 30 km (20 miles) to the east of Oban in Argyll and is served by the main Oban to
Tyndrum trunk road (A85) and by the Oban to Glasgow railway.
The forest is mid first rotation with approximately 65% of the forest area already restructured or
native broadleaves, the majority of the remaining conifer area is expected to be felled within the
next phase of the forest plan.
The Forest Plan will set out the operations, in accordance with the UK Forestry Standard,
required to improve the ecological and environmental value of woodlands. This will focus on
improving the relatively even-aged conifer woodland for biodiversity and scenic value, and
therefore enhancing the ecological stability in the longer term, by restructuring its age and
species composition. The Forest Plan will also link to the UK Woodland Assurance Scheme to
allow the production of Certified, sustainably managed timber into the future.

Location (Forest outlined red)

The Plan will:
-

Record the current characteristics of Dalmally Woodland.

-

Set out proposals to restructure the remaining conifer plantation.

-

Summarise the status of the woodland and identify the important opportunities and
constraints that affect it.

-

Identify the long-term policy for the woodland, set and prioritise objectives and provide a
rationale for the stated management prescriptions.

-

Include felling and restocking proposals, an indication of proposed reading developments
and an overall management strategy covering a 20-year period up to 2041.

-

Set out specific measures to maintain or enhance those areas identified as of high
environmental value.

-

Set out on-going monitoring criteria and establish a Plan Review process at 5 yearly
intervals.

-

Be in accordance with The UK Forestry Standard and The UK Woodland Assurance Scheme
Requirements.

The Owner's objectives are as follows:
•

Timber - To obtain the maximum financial return from the growing crop in balance with
developing the capital value of the property by the practice of sound silviculture.

•

Landscape - To maintain and where possible enhance the amenity and conservation value
of the forest and preserve scheduled ancient monuments.

•

Nature Conservation/Deer Management - To develop and maintain the biodiversity of the
forest with the objective of creating a sustainable, balanced and dynamic forest ecosystem
capable of supporting sustained timber yields.

•

Ancient Monuments - To protect and maintain features and areas of historic importance

•

Streams & Riparian Zones - To safeguard the quality of water flowing in natural
watercourses within the forest.

•

UKWAS - To manage the forest in accordance with the UK Forestry Standard and the UK
Woodland Assurance Scheme Standard.
Species by Area & Species Categories by Area

Species
BR
DF
JL
LP
MB
SP
SS
Grand Total

Area (Ha)
Percentage Area
47.57
21.7%
0.75
0.3%
3.95
1.8%
7.71
3.5%
33.12
15.1%
0.12
0.1%
125.96
57.5%
219.18
100.00%

Species Type
Broadleaves
Diverse Conifer
Sitka spruce
Open Ground
Grand Total

Area (ha)
Percentage Area
33.119
15.1%
12.5255
5.7%
125.9625
57.5%
47.573
21.7%
219.18
100%

2. Consultees.
The Forest Plan process will require consultation with the following Statutory consultees and
interested parties:
Scottish Forestry – panda.cons@forestry.gov.scot
Argyll & Bute Council Planning – planning.maki@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Argyll & Bute Council Roads – callum.robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Glenorchy & Innishail Community Council - gandiccouncil@gmail.com
Historic Scotland – consulted through Scottish Forestry
NatureScot – argyll_outerhebrides@nature.scot
SNH Deer Management Support - wildlifeops@nature.scot
Neighbouring Landowners/Householders & Other interested parties:
Name
Kinachrechan Woodland
Dalmally Timber Haul Road
Brackley Farm
Inveraray & Tyndrum DMG

3 Designations
Dalmally Woodland has former PAWS (Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites) which have
subsequently been felled and are restoring to SNAW (Semi Natural Ancient Woodland) along with
other Ancient Woodland Sites, these areas will be monitored for regeneration of broadleaf
species and other identifiers.

4 Ecological interests
Argyll & Bute Biodiversity Action Plan
Argyll and Bute’s forests are rich in wildlife and play a vital role in conserving threatened plants,
animals and fungi. Of particular importance are the 37,500ha of ancient woodland, including
27,000ha which are considered to be semi-natural in origin. These woods hold one of the most
diverse ranges of moss, liverwort and lichen communities in the world, as well as red squirrel,
otter, black grouse, hazel glove fungus and the pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly, and many other

important protected and LBAP priority species. The importance of the forests in the Council area
is recognised in the large proportion of national and international designations they hold: 42 of
the 109 Sites of Special Scientific Interest in the area are designated, at least in part, for their
woodland (35 for their Atlantic oak woods).
In the past, commercial forest expansion has damaged wildlife interests by encroaching on
important habitats, particularly ancient woodland, blanket bog and the edges of water bodies and
rivers. Over the lifetime of this Plan, one of the most significant opportunities for biodiversity
enhancement will arise as a result of widespread harvesting of many of these commercial timber
forests. This means there will be many opportunities for the expansion of native woodland and
the creation of other habitat features alongside and integrated with new commercial forest
plantations. Throughout all areas across Argyll and parts of Bute, this provides real opportunities
to increase woodland habitat networks, to help both plants and animals adapt to climate change
and also to help reverse the pattern of habitat fragmentation that has taken place over many
centuries.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Factors limiting the biodiversity of forest and woodland ecosystems:
Limited extent and fragmented nature of native woodland habitat.
Lack of structural diversity and deadwood.
Limited natural regeneration of some woodlands.
Limited or inappropriate management of woodland, including woodland grazing.
Spread of invasive species, particularly Rhododendron, which forms dense thickets that
out compete native shrubs and ground flora and casts a dense shade, beneath which
lichens and bryophytes are unable to persist.
Inappropriate woodland management, e.g. coppicing Atlantic oakwood and hazelwood.
Climate change

Whilst further survey may identify other key species that utilise the habitats provided by the
woodlands at Dalmally, the following are known to be present:
•
•

Species Action Plan – Bats
Speceis Action Plan – Red Squirrels

Additionally, Dalmally is situated close to the Glen Etive and Glen Fyne Golden Eagle SPA, with the
woodland edge offered with Dalmally there will be habitat for prey species which will benefit the
Golden Eagles. If any other species such as Badgers or other raptors are found within the
property, the relevant statutory body will be consulted and Forestry Commission Guidance notes
31-35 will be followed for the relevant species. This includes species protected by the EU Habitats
and Species Directive 1992.
Further survey may identify other key species that utilise the habitats provided by the woodlands
at Dalmally and these will be recorded and managed in line with the appropriate current
regulations and guidance.
Deer management within the property is owned by the forest. The focus of the deer management
is on control to aid re-establishment of commercial crops and to facilitate expansion of native
woodland and habitats.

Biosecurity within the property is not currently an issue, with no evidence of infection within the
crop. The secondary conifer species in Dalmally is Larch which is vulnerable to the highest risk
tree disease in the area; Phytophthora ramorum. To remove the risk of potential infection of P.
ramorum, which has seen a rise of recorded cases up the Scottish West coast in recent years, it is
proposed to fell all Larch over the plan period and replace with other conifers, whilst maintaining
an appropriate level of diversity. A Rhododendron control plan will be undertaken as in addition
to having a negative effect on habitats, this also acts as a host species for P. ramorum.
With Dalmally’s fairly flat topography diffuse pollution is not a major risk from occurrence
however with the proximity of key receptors near by (River Orchy) specific mitigation will be in
place for the prevention of pollution.

5 Historical and Cultural Interests
The Dalmally area is rich in both Archaeological and historic interest. Although guidance on the
incorporation and protection of archaeological heritage has developed greatly since Dalmally
Woodland was developed, the original development was carried out with sympathy to the known
archaeological resources and elements of local history.
The main Archaeological and Historic features are:
Barr a Chaisteallean dun and historic homestead.
Paddy’s Mount ( Barr nan Eireannach) records of a cup marked stone and also associations with a
garrison of Irish Soldiers billeted in the Glenorchy area for a number of years in the 18th century. A
line of old Scots pine trees is said to have been planted between Glen Orchy and Inveraray to
commemorate their stay in the area when they returned to Ireland. Some of these pine remain on
Paddy’s Mount.
Monument Road, an 18th century military road, now surfaced. Originally the main road from
Dalmally to Inveraray. Used by Wordsworth and Queen Victoria while visiting Argyll as recorded in
their diaries.

6 Landscape Interests
Dalmally lies within the North Argyll Area of Panoramic Quality, this is a local designation that are
areas of regional importance in terms of their landscape quality which were previously identified
as ‘Regional Scenic Areas’ in the former Strathclyde Structure Plan.
However, because of its scale in the wider landscape, and limited views due to topography from
viewpoints, it is accepted that is no requirement for a specific landscape appraisal for Dalmally
Woodland.

7 Access
Public Access
At the time of writing the scoping the C450 Core Path passes through the property along the
monument road to the Duncan Ban McIntyre monument, with the core path not within Dalmally
there will be no requirement to close the core path for the duration of the plan and management
of the core path will be advisory for the transiting of timber traffic across the Monument Road.
The outdoor access code will be applied to the forest.
Timber Haulage
Dalmally woodland is connected to authorised haul routes using a shared timber access which was
formed in 2014 using Strategic Timber Transport Funding connecting 3 separate properties to an
authorised haul route (A816), this new access is controlled by Tilhill with the road maintained on an
as use policy for all users.
Dalmally is also serviced by other forest roads and tracks throughout the property, these will be
maintained on an as required basis.

8 Felling and restructuring
Felling commenced in 2011 with the coupe adjacent to Dalmally Auction mart. Currently the forest
is approximately 60% restructured with the remaining timber expected to be harvested between
2022 and 2041. Refer to Appendix I Map 8 for felling phases.
The remaining felling within Dalmally has been designed to give a balanced felling within the forest
while also removing over mature timber crops and recovering windblown timber, the restructuring
of the felled areas will mainly consist of Sitka spruce, diverse conifer in the free draining soils along
with an area of broadleaves along the river, this will be achieved through direct planting broadleaves
and encouraging regeneration through control of predators.
With the final restructuring of the forest it will bring more normalised age structure compared to the
initial planting of the property in the 1980’s.

Felling Year by Area (Ha)
11%

22%
9%

4%

54%

2022

2023

9 Summary of key issues
To be completed after consultation period.
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10 Appendices
Appendix 1 - Location Map
Appendix 2 - Access Map
Appendix 3 – Felling Plan
Appendix 4 – Restocking Map
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